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This chronicle aims to provide fresh evidence of the on-going practice of forced labour of
adults, youth, and children in Uzbekistan’s cotton industry. Uzbekistan is one of the largest
cotton producers and exporters in the world.
(Apologies for cross-posting if any. Please let us know if you do not wish to continue to
receive these reports).

Students from High School, Namangan, October 2012

Student run over by a tractor dies
25.10.2012
Umid, a third-year student at Bukhara High Technology and Engineering University,
tragically died on the night of 22October.
A fellow student, of the Oil and Gas Faculty, spoke to Radio Liberty explaining that the tragic
incident happened when students were leaving the field after a day of cotton- picking cotton:
„On 22 October, we were all coming back from the cotton field. The harvest went on till late
that day, so it was already dark. Umid was listening to music on his headphones by the side of
the road. A tractor without headlights came from behind and ran into him. The driver didn’t
see him in the dark. The boy passed away right there. On 23October Umid’s parents came and
picked up his body“.

A teacher from Bukhara High Technology and Engineering University confirmed that the
incident happened, but he did not disclose any details.
Even though the president of the country announced the fulfillment of the cotton quota on
October 20 and congratulated the nation for it’s success, students of universities, colleges and
lyceums are still working in the cotton fields in many regions of the country.
http://www.ozodlik.org/content/article/24750266.html

Family of cotton picker beaten to death waits for justice
15.10.2012
Radio Liberty contacted the family of Navruz Muysinov, the 19-year old student from
Shahrisabz who was reportedly beaten to death for leaving the cotton field. The parents of
Navruz, Golib Yusupov and Nodira Islomova, have demanded that the authorities bring
justice to the people who killed their son. They are still waiting for the autopsy report to learn
the exact cause if death.
It still remains unclear whether Navruz was beaten to death by police officers. Navruz’s
parents told Radio Liberty that they didn’t see any marks of violence on the boy’s body. The
father explained that the police officers of the department of Muborak district that are
responsible for the case told him that the autopsy results would be known in a few days and
that the family would be notified.
Navruz Muyzinov’s death was first reported to Radio Liberty on the 8th of October. The
source claimed that a boy called Navruz, who was born in Shahrisabz district in 1994, was
beaten to death by police officers. According to information provided by the Shahrisabz
district mayor’s office and internal affairs office, a 19-year old cotton picker was indeed beaten
and died on the 6th of October.
A higher rank official from Shahrisabz district mayor’s office, who requested anonymity, told
Radio Liberty that it is not known if the boy died as a result of beating. However, he
confirmed that Navruz Muysinov was indeed beaten.
Tragically, Navruz Muysinov is not the only victim of the 2012 cotton harvest. Earlier in the
season, Aziz Bakhtiyorov, 18 years old and a second-year student in Djizzakh city Art College,
reportedly died of a heart attack in the cotton field on September 30.
On 17 September, it was reported that 55-year old Igor Yachkevskiy of Tashkent city also died
of a heart attack while picking cotton in Okkurgon district of Tashkent region.
http://www.ozodlik.org/content/article/24740357.html#hash=relatedInfoContainer

Students who were beaten by the dean ran away from the cotton field
15.10.2012
A student of Tashkent Textile University, who wanted to remain anonymous, said that he and
several other students fled the cotton field and returned to Tashkent. He explained that they
fled the cotton fields to avoid beatings inflicted by the deans on the students who failed to pick
their daily quota of cotton. „We ran away from the cotton field yesterday. There is almost no
cotton left in the fields. But they gave us a 5-kilo daily target. So we just sat on the damp
ground all day. Teachers summoned the students who couldn’t pick the 5-kilo norm to the
head quarter office and beat them. A couple of times we left the field without telling anyone,
so they called us to the office. When we got there, without asking no us any questions the dean
started beating us,“ reported the student.
According to the young student, the faculty dean of his school (he asked us not to disclose the

name of the school) severely beat another student named Asror and his friend for leaving the
cotton field after lunchtime without permission.
„Yesterday our dean beat one of our friends. He beat him in his private parts. It got swollen,
and he couldn’t move. We had to return to Tashkent. They told us we would return home from
the cotton fields on15 October, and yet we were still there. We feel very strongly about having
to pick their cotton and tolerate their abuse,“ said the student.
According to him, students were placed in one of the newly built colleges in the Pakhtakor
district of Djizzakh region. The building is cold and damp. He added that many students
caught a cold but were still to go to the fields where there is no more cotton left.
Tashkent Textile University students were initially sent to pick cotton on 5 September 2012.
Since then, Radio Liberty has received many reports of students from higher education
institutes being beaten by their teachers and other authorities. During the 2011-cotton
harvest, the dean of Karakalpagh State University, Makset Djolliboevich Ayimbetov, was
shown on video beating students. The video was uploaded onto YouTube.
During the 2012 harvest, another student from Termez State University also called Radio
Liberty and complained that the deputy rector of the university, Shukur Khurramov, was
using violence on students and was verbally abusing them with offensive words. Professor
Khurramov confirmed to Radio Liberty that he sometimes slaps the students.
http://www.ozodlik.org/content/article/24739714.html

Schoolchildren are again being taken to pick cotton in Uzbekistan
23.10.2012
Human rights activists from Uzbekistan report that despite the president’s announcement of
the fulfillment of the cotton plan, schoolchildren from Kashkadarya region were not returned
back to school from the cotton fields.
The continued use of forced child labour was reported by both Malokhat Eshonkulova of the
opposition movement „Birdamlik“ and Elena Urlaeva, Director of the Human Rights Alliance.
In spite of constant police intervention, the activists continued reporting and provided
photos.
Malokhat Eshonkulova, who was following the cotton harvest in Yakkabog district of
Kashkadarya said: „When we were walking around Yakkabog, Shakhrisabz and Kamashi
districts today, we witnessed that mainly young children were picking cotton in the fields by
the roads. There were about ten children. One of the girls, a 5th-grade student, said that she
and her peers were freed from school since the cotton season started and have been picking
cotton since then“, - said Eshonkulova.
Earlier in the season, a pro-government website denied hat child labour was being used in the
cotton harvest. However, another child told the Birdamlik activist, that they had been picking
cotton since September 20th, working in the field all day.
Teachers also spoke with the activists. The teachers hid their faces and demanded that
Eshonkulova show her documents. One of the teachers said that she teaches literature but
didn’t want to tell her name.
"That teacher asked me what I want to do with this information. I said that I was going to
publish it, and she said, “Yes, please publish it. We are fed up with it too. Is picking cotton the
responsibility of teachers now? We have had enough. If you want to write about it, write as
long as we and the children won’t get into trouble because of it, “Eshonkulova explained to the
BBC during a telephone conversation.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/uzbek/uzbekistan/2012/10/121023_uzbek_children_eshonqulova.sht
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The cotton plan is fulfilled in Uzbekistan
20.10.2012
In Uzbekistan, according to the official reports, 3,35 million tons of cotton was harvested. 90
per cent of the harvest is high quality cotton.
The president of Uzbekistan Islam Karimov’s statement and congratulation speech to the
cotton growers was delivered through the official media on October 22nd.
“There is no doubt that it brings us great happiness that we achieved this big harvest victory
by bringing in 3 million350 thousand tons of cotton crop this season. This victory was not
easily achieved; instead, it came through hard work and dedication under very difficult
conditions. This underlines the value and the importance of this achievement and is an
inspiration to us all,“ stated Karimov in his congratulation speech.
While congratulating the cotton growers for their victory, Mr. Karimov noted that this year’s
cotton crop consisted on average of 26.5 cm, up 1.6 cm from the averages of the last 5 years.
Also, compared tithe previous five years, the harvest was completed in a very short period of
time- 35 working days, before the rainy season started, and 90 per cent of the crop was of high
quality.
Last year’s cotton crop amounted to 3,5 million tons. The world market price for cotton went
up in recent years, thus the profit made from the cotton export in Uzbekistan is expected to be
greater.
Uzbekistan is one of the world’s biggest cotton producers. Every year more than 3 million tons
of cotton is harvested there, and more than 1 million tons of cotton fiber is produced. Profit
from cotton was one billion 1.37 billion USD.
The main clients of Uzbekistan are China, Bangladesh, Iran, Pakistan and Russia. Leading
textile companies of the West are boycotting Uzbek cotton for the use of forced labour of
children and adults in cotton production.
This year most secondary schools in Uzbekistan remained open, whereas in previous years
they were closed during the harvest season.
The media service of the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of People in Uzbekistan
announced that using child labour in the country would be severely punished.
Therefore, this year instead of widespread school closures for the young children to pick
cotton, public sector workers were massively forced to pick cotton. Also, human rights
activists claimed that despite the government’s ban, in some regions children were sent to
pick cotton after school hours. Anti Slavery International in London stated that, “whilst the
government continues to deny that it relies upon the large scale use of state-sponsored forced
labour to gather the cotton harvest, there is consensus that this is the reality amongst
workers, civil society, businesses and even the United Nations. The only way to end this veil of
denial for good is for the government of Uzbekistan to invite independent observers from the
International Labour Organisation to monitor the harvest.”
http://www.ozodlik.org/content/article/24745567.html

The Plan is fulfilled, but the harvest continues?
22.10.2012
It has been four days since the announcement by President Karimov, congratulating Uzbek

cotton growers and all the workers for harvesting 3 million 350 thousand tons of cotton crop.
However, according to various reports across the country, people remain in the fields picking
cotton. Fakhriddin, a 53-year old man from the Uzbekistan district of Ferghana region,
reported to Radio Liberty the current situation in his district. He said:
„Cotton helpers haven’t left the fields yet. Teachers are also still in the fields. Everyone is
picking cotton. It has gotten even tougher. The plan has been fulfilled in the region, district
and even in the entire country. But there are no signs of returning the helpers,“ said
Fakhriddin. In the Navoi region, workers began returning from the cotton fields. Dilbar, a
journalist from Karmana, said that college students came back from the fields and that classes
in the college were resumed. Radio Liberty reported on 19 October that college students of
Tashkent city also started returning back to school.
While college students of the capital and Navoi region are back in school, in the Nishan
district of Kashkadarya, harvest is still intense. This was reported by Abdukarim from Nishan:
Radio Liberty: Have helpers and college students come back yet?
Abdukarim: Helpers haven’t come back yet.
Radio Liberty: Whom do you mean when you say helpers?
Abdukarim: There are no college students here. Only people who came from Kitob are
picking cotton. The harvest in Djizzakh also hasn’t finished yet. According to Mamurjon
Azimov from Djizzakh, it was announced in a meeting on October 22, which took place at the
regional administration office, that the harvesting would continue until November 1st.
http://www.ozodlik.org/content/article/24747184.html

Feel free to disseminate these reports further and post them on your websites. More
reading:
FAQ: http://www.cottoncampaign.org/frequently-asked-questions/
Academic view of the subject: http://www.soas.ac.uk/cccac/events/cotton-sector-incentral-asia-2005/file49842.pdf
Uzbek-German Forum for Human Rights, 2011: http://www.uzbekgermanforum.org

