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Executive Summary

This report aims to shed light on the situation for bloggers and journalists in Uzbekistan
which, in spite of ongoing reforms in the country since 2016, remains concerning. When
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev came to power in 2016, the overall human rights situation in
the country appeared to be improving. During this period, the government released some
political prisoners, adopted legislative amendments regarding people’s political participation
and judicial independence, took measures to end forced labor, and lightened its grip on the
operations of civil society organizations. In the last two years, however, the initial hope tied to
President Mirziyoyev’s reform agenda has dimmed as the situation for freedom of
expression, assembly, and association has taken a turn for the worse.

In spite of the president’s professed tolerance towards greater press freedom, the
government has recently adopted a series of restrictive amendments that have had negative
effects on bloggers and independent journalists. The government has also retained tight
control over public information, with traditional news sources and much of social media
dominated by pro-government journalists and bloggers. Additionally, the crime of
“disseminating false information” in the media or online was added to the criminal code in
2020. A year later, new amendments also introduced a new criminal provision for “public
calls to mass disturbances and violence against citizens,” giving the authorities a broader
grant to clamp down on freedom of expression. Other amendments introduced “public insult
or defamation” against the president of Uzbekistan online as a criminal offense carrying a
penalty of up to five years’ imprisonment.

This report analyzes the cases of 10 bloggers, journalists and social media activists in
Uzbekistan who have been subjected to pressure and prosecution by the government as a
result of their work and/or exercising their rights of freedom of expression, assembly, or
association. The bloggers faced retaliation, pressure, threats, and prosecution and some still
remain in detention. In addition to the concerns posed to these fundamental rights, the
report also identifies violations of these individuals’ fair trials rights entailed in the judicial
processes to which they were subjected as well as concerns over their right to be free from
arbitrary detention.

The report provides recommendations urging the government of Uzbekistan to amend
legislation that is currently being used to suppress the rights of bloggers and journalists,
stop prosecuting the bloggers and journalists whose fundamental rights are protected by
national and international law, and immediately release those whose rights were violated.



Background: Situation in Uzbekistan

Following the death of long-time leader Islam Karimov in 2016, the Republic of Uzbekistan has
undergone a series of reforms ostensibly geared towards greater transparency, political
openness, and respect for fundamental freedoms. Under the country’s new president, Shavkat
Mirziyoyey, the climate for journalists, activists, and government critics has improved somewhat
due to the new regime’s approach and certain concrete measures, including the release of
many political prisoners. In spite of these positive developments, however, in the last two years
the climate for freedom of expression, assembly, and association has seen significant
backslide towards repression.

Under the banner of a “New Uzbekistan,” President Mirziyoyev introduced sweeping reforms
oriented towards greater transparency, political pluralism, and the protection of fundamental
rights and freedoms. In 2017, Mr. Mirziyoyev declared before the UN that these reforms were
designed “to build a democratic state and a just society, where the priority is implementation
of a simple and clear principle - ‘The human interests come first”*

Initial steps in this process included the release of many political and religious prisoners,?
constitutional amendments relating to citizens’ political participation and judicial
independence,® measures to end forced labor,* and somewhat greater openness to the
operations of civil society and international human rights organizations.® In addition, the
president made several high-profile moves to rein in the National Security Service (SNB) -
well-known for its repressive role during the Karimov era - by dismissing its chairman,
signing a decree transferring much of its responsibilities to other government branches, and
rebranding it as the State Security Service (SGB).®

In spite of these encouraging developments, hopes of any systematic and meaningful large-
scale reform under the new president have quickly begun to fade. As assessed by Freedom
House, Uzbekistan remains “an authoritarian state with few signs of democratization? Mr.
Mirziyoyev won re-election in October 2021 with over 80% of the vote in elections widely
viewed as lacking in any meaningful competition for the incumbent® and opposition parties
barred from participation.® In its 2022 world report, Freedom House assessed Uzbekistan as
“not free;” assigning it a score of 11/100 in political rights and civil liberties.®

Civil society remains marginalized and tightly controlled, and the registration process for new
NGOs continues to be complex, cumbersome, and lengthy, with applications often rejected
on formalistic grounds.! Furthermore, although many prisoners of conscience have been
released under Mirziyoyev’s rule, many face continual harassment. For example, Akzam
Turgunov, an activist who was imprisoned for ten years, has stated that he is still surveilled
and has been repeatedly denied permission to start a civil society organization.12

Abusive detention practices in Uzbekistan abound. The Human Rights Committee, among
others, has raised concerns about a large number of individuals who remain in detention and
the ongoing use of Article 221 of the Criminal Code to lengthen the prison sentences of
individuals who cross the authorities, including human rights defenders, alleged religious
extremists, and those who speak out against the government.*3 Article 221, which proscribes
“violation of prison rules;” does not delineate exactly what types of behavior are unlawful,
allowing for very broad application by the authorities against those who may threaten the
regime.14



Journalists and Bloggers

In Uzbekistan’s current climate, independent journalists and bloggers find themselves in
dangerous territory. Mirziyoyev took office promising a new era of freedom of expression and
independent media, addressing international audiences with pledges to facilitate realization
of these rights and the development of civil society.s At home, he reinforced this messaging
before the Oliy Majlis, Uzbekistan’s parliament, urging the country’s legislative officials to
accept the “fair criticism of objective journalists and bloggers” and spoke approvingly of the
change that such reporting would bring about in “old-fashioned leaders.” 1©

Among the public, the ostensibly reformist president became known for speaking directly to
members of the media - even posing for selfies with bloggers and journalists? - and for
encouraging reporters to uncover the difficult issues facing Uzbek society. In 2021, for
example, the president urged a group of journalists:

C C Do not be afraid to convey [information] fairly. The President is behind
you. Those days are gone. We will not deviate from this path. Justice, justice,
justice! Only truth. The more truth we can convey, the greater the good.”8

More recently, in February 2023, Mirziyoyev once again declared his support for the media.
In a video released by his office, Mirziyoyev is heard saying that some people were urging
him to “shut down the media’” but that he resisted.1®

Initially, such exhortations seemed to be bolstered by a wave of measures during
Mirziyoyev’s first term, such as the release of many journalists and other prisoners of
conscience who had been incarcerated under the previous regime. Among those released
was journalist Muhammad Bekjanov, who had served 18 years in prison on trumped-up
charges as a result of his reporting work.2% In 2020, the president announced that his
administration was taking steps to decriminalize defamation, a move welcomed by many
including the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Representative
on Freedom of the Media.?!

In an additional gesture of greater openness towards the press, the authorities removed
longstanding blocks from a number of international media outlets.?2 International reporters
and researchers - including those inquiring into sensitive subjects such as the challenges
faced by investigative journalists looking into high-level corruption - were welcomed by the
Uzbek authorities.?3

Although such reforms under the “New Uzbekistan” have by most accounts led to a
significant improvement in the media landscape, the climate for press freedom under
Mirziyoyev’s regime remains fraught, and has since 2021 begun to backslide.?* In December
2019, ahead of the 2021 presidential elections, the Erk opposition party - which was banned
from participating in the election - predicted a return to more familiar repressive practices
during Mirziyoyev’s second term.2® This assessment seems to be materializing in the
government’s treatment of journalists and bloggers since that time.

The government retains tight control over public information, with traditional news sources
and much of social media dominated by pro-government journalists and bloggers.2® In
addition, a wave of amendments to Uzbekistan’s criminal code, administrative code, and
information laws in recent years have had an outsized negative impact on bloggers and
independent journalists. In late 2020, the crime of “disseminating false information” in the
media or online was added to the criminal code.??

In early 2021, additional amendments to the codes introduced some positive changes but
nonetheless harmed freedom of expression overall. Contrary to the President’s 2020



promise, defamation and insult remain criminal offenses following the new amendments.
While they are no longer punishable with prison terms, those convicted face up to three
years of hard labor.28 The 2021 amendments also introduced a new criminal provision for
“public calls to mass disturbances and violence against citizens,” giving the authorities a
broader grant to clamp down on freedom of expression.2®

Perhaps most alarmingly, however, the 2021 amendments introduced “public insult or
defamation” against the president of Uzbekistan online as a criminal offense carrying a
penalty of up to five years’ imprisonment.3® The adoption of this legislation followed just
weeks after the publication of a report by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty that taxpayer
money had funded the construction of an immense luxury resort for the president’s use. 3t
The passage of the legislation was particularly ominous for bloggers, who - in spite of their
importance in the Uzbek media landscape - lack the protections afforded to officially-
registered journalists.

In the “New Uzbekistan,” investigative journalists and bloggers still face threat of bodily harm
for their work. The “reformed” security services have regained their footing and have
resumed surveilling, cajoling, intimidating, and threatening those working on topics that are
embarrassing to the authorities or powerful business interests.32 Some journalists have
recently stated that the State Security Services (SSS) has forced them to delete, delay, or
amend content of which the authorities disapprove.33

For example, one independent journalist recently reported that he has been continuously
contacted by the SSS, who have pressured him with indirect threats such as:

C C You don’t want your son or daughter to become crippled one day. You don’t want
them crossing the street and something to happen to them.”34

Other journalists report receiving death threats and pressure from “troll farms” controlled by

unknown entities.3® Some journalists also say SSS agents have offered them money to stop

reporting on certain topics,3® and those who speak to foreign reporters face interrogation by
the service.37

Given this situation - and knowing the risks of covering sensitive stories that may lead to
prosecution or harassment - bloggers report self-censoring, avoiding topics like high-level
corruption even when such stories have already been reported by international news
outlets.38

Even international journalists are not immune from harassment by the authorities. Journalists
who cover uncomfortable topics - including the government’s treatment of independent
journalists and bloggers - face stonewalling and intimidation. One Polish reporter had her
accreditation canceled and reported experiencing harassment and threats from the
authorities after covering an LGBT event in Tashkent.®® Radio Ozodlik, the Uzbek branch of
the international media outlet Radio Free Liberty/Radio Europe, remains blocked in the
country.4°



Suppression of Freedoms of Assembly and Expression in
Karakalpakstan

The events of July 2022 in Karakalpakstan, an autonomous region in Uzbekistan’s northwest,
with a population composed largely of ethnic minorities, presented a litmus test for the
authorities’ professed tolerance and openness to dissent in “New Uzbekistan”

In late June 2022, protests erupted across the region in response to proposed constitutional
amendments that would have affected Karakalpakstan’s status, removing its existing right to
secede from Uzbekistan.#* The authorities came down on the protests with a brutal show of
force, sending in the Uzbek National Guard to bolster the police presence. Eyewitnesses and
footage from the events indicate that although the protests were not entirely peaceful, the
violence used against the crowds was very likely disproportionate.#?

On July 15, 2022, the Uzbek Parliament formed a commission to investigate the events in
Karakalpakstan.#® Although the commission claims it is independent, it is composed of
government officials, politicians, and other prominent figures with close ties to the
government as well as civil society representatives.44 It is therefore unrealistic to expect the
commission to present genuinely independent findings, especially in relation to the actions of
police and security forces.#® There are still open questions about the commission’s work,
mandate, and the investigation’s intended outcome.*® As of May 2023, the commission’s
report has not yet been released and no date has yet been given for its publication.

According to official figures, 21 people died during the events in Karakalpakstan, including
four security officers.4” The General Prosecutor’s Office has stated that medical assistance
was provided to 274 injured people.*® An assessment performed by Vitalii Ponomarev, a
leading Central Asia expert from the NGO Memorial, indicated that at least 34 people
perished during the July 2022 events, including a detainee due to ill-treatment in detention.4®
Furthermore, the General Prosecutor’s Office has stated that 141 officers and 16 citizens who
suffered damage to health and property during the events were victims of “mass riots”5°

On July 4, during and after the demonstrations, security forces arrested and proceeded to
detain 516 people.5t

One Karakalpak journalist who had posted photos and videos of the protests online was held
incommunicado for days.52 Another was charged with serious criminal offenses in relation to his
reporting.5® The authorities also briefly detained at least one international reporter, interrogating
her and forcing her to delete the photos and video footage she took of the protests.34

In a further blow to freedom of expression, the authorities cut off internet access and limited
mobile phone service to the area during the protests and for several days afterwards,55 citing
as justification the spread of “fake news” and the “involvement of citizens in anti-
constitutional activities”%®

In the first week of December 2022, the trial of 22 people accused of various crimes related
to street protests in July in Karakalpakstan started in the region of Bukhara. The Prosecutor
General's Office stated that 39 other defendants remained in pretrial detention but failed to

provide any details of the charges brought against them®?. The Prosecutor General's Office

added that it is currently scrutinizing the legality of the authorities’ use of force in a separate
criminal case, opening a preliminary investigation into two cases of the total casualties.58

On January 31, 2023, an Uzbek court convicted all 22 defendants of the crimes for which
they had been charged. The principal defendant was Dauletmurat Tazhimuratov, editorial
staff lawyer of the newspaper “El hyzmetinde” (“At the service of the people”) and former



editor-in-chief of the newspaper of the same name.3® Tazhimuratov was charged with
numerous crimes including complicity in intentional grievous bodily harm to two or more
persons, conspiracy to seize power or overthrow the constitutional order of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, larceny by large-scale embezzlement, legalization of revenue from criminal
activity, and production and dissemination of materials containing threat to public security
and public order.®® The court in Bukhara convicted him to 16 years of imprisonment.®*

The other fifteen defendants were sentenced to between three and eight and a half years in
prison, while six received noncustodial sentences with some restrictions on their activities.®2

Tazhimuratov vehemently rejected all the charges and maintained his innocence. The other
21 defendants fully or partially confessed and expressed remorse during the trial.

Of the 22 convicted, 16 submitted appeals to the Supreme Court requesting that their
sentences be commuted. In response, the prosecutor’s office appealed to the court
requesting tougher sentences for four defendants in the case, including journalist Lolagul
Kallikhanova, who had received a suspended sentence and was released in the first instance.®3

On Monday, 5 June 2023, the Supreme Court issued its verdict following the hearing of
appeals on behalf of 16 people convicted in relation to the events of July 1-2, 2022. The
prosecutor’s office simultaneously considered the appeal of four people who had been given
suspended sentences.

The Court rejected Tazhimuratov’s appeal while the sentences of eight defendants were
changed from incarceration to restriction of freedom and were released. The appeal of the
prosecutor’s office against Lolagul Kallikhanova, Azamat Turdanov, Ahmet Smetullaev and
Azamat Nuratdinov, which demanded that restriction of freedom be replaced with
imprisonment, was rejected by the court and their sentences left unchanged.®4

It is essential to underline that Tazhimuratov filed complaints about his treatment, alleging
torture by the Uzbek authorities during his detention.®® On December 1, Tazhimuratov
testified before the court that the officers subjected him to several beatings, including with a
stun gun, and that some stood on his head, causing him to lose consciousness.®® Uzbek
authorities did not address or investigate his allegations of torture and ill-treatment during
custody, in violation of multiple human rights norms.®?

Concerns around the fairness and transparency of the court proceedings are closely related
to restrictions on freedom of expression in Uzbekistan. In the lead-up to the Karakalpakstan
events, Tazhimuratov and Kallikhanova repeatedly spoke out against the proposed
constitutional changes and Tazhimuratov had called for a peaceful protest on July 5, 2022.

Analysis by Human Rights Watch found nothing in the statements of Tazhimuratov or
Kallikhanova that would constitute criminal offenses under international human rights law since
expressing a political opinion and calling for peaceful protests are protected speech.®® The UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights has also expressed concern about the reported violence
and the possible suppression of the rights to freedom of assembly and expression.®®

The heavy-handed reaction of the authorities to events in Karakalpakstan reflects the
government’s continued repression of public protest or criticism of the authorities. Between
2018 and 2022, 11,574 people faced administrative responsibility for defamation, and 28
individuals who allegedly committed this crime through mass media or the Internet were held
criminally responsible during the same period.”® Courts sentenced 16 persons in 2020, 31
persons in 2021, and 58 persons in 2022 for the crime of “insulting through mass media and
the Internet”?* In addition, between 2021 and 2022, 159 people faced administrative
responsibility for disseminating false information leading to the degradation of a person’s
dignity or discredit.”?



5. Cases

Against this backdrop, the treatment of bloggers in recent years demonstrates that President
Mirziyoyev’s professed openness to honest reporting and criticism of government actions is
not actually borne out in the government’s policies. During 2021 and 2022, numerous
independent bloggers and activists have been prosecuted in relation to their reporting work or
otherwise exercising their right to freedom of expression, assembly, or association.

Olimjon Khaydarov,
December 2022, Fergana.
© Olimjon Khaydarov

a. Case of Olimjon Khaydarov

Olimjon Khaydarov is a blogger who was reporting on Uzbekistan’s chronic energy shortages
during the severe winter in December 2022. He was accused of violating Articles 201, part 1
(violation of the order of organizing or holding meetings, rallies, street marches or
demonstrations) and 202-2, part 2 (dissemination of false information in the media and the
Internet that poses a threat to public order and safety) of the administrative code.”®

The authorities alleged that on December 4, 2022, Khaydarov went to a gypsum factory
owned by the Albus Cement Group, LLC in the Fergana region where he videotaped factory
workers protesting against gas shortages. Khaydarov posted the video on his social media
channels, thereby allegedly spreading false, provocative information which violates the
established norms of public order in the country.

At his trial at the Administrative Court in the Uzbekistan district of Fergana region,
Khaydarov denied the charges brought against him. He said that he had repeatedly received
calls from workers at the factory who complained to him about the effect of gas shortages
which had caused the factory to cease operations, leaving workers without work and pay.
After unsuccessful appeals by the workers to various authorities, they had turned to
Khaydarov to highlight these problems in the media in the hope of winning the attention of
the president.

10
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On December 4, Khaydarov went to the factory to meet the workers and videotaped
interviews with 10-15 of them, each of whom spoke about the problems associated with the
closure of the plant. Khaydarov denied that he called for demonstrations.

Khaydarov claimed that while he was filming, strangers approached him and demanded that
he delete the videos, which he refused to do. On December 6, he published the videos on his
YouTube, Facebook, and Telegram channels, sparking widespread discussion on social
media. The posts were subsequently deleted.

Workers who organized and participated in the protests at the factory testified against
Khaydarov in court, alleging that Khaydarov had provoked them into protesting. The court
accepted the testimony of the witnesses, and although Khaydarov maintained his innocence,
on December 13, 2022, the court found him guilty of spreading false information of a
provocative nature and violating the established order in the country. Khaydarov was ordered
to pay a hefty fine of 21 million UZS (approximately $1,865 US).7

Elyorbek Mirzaev and Oybek Pirmatov, two of the factory workers who were among the
organizers and active participants of the protest, were found guilty by the same court of
violating Article 201, part 1 of the Administrative Code of Uzbekistan (violation of the order of
organizing or holding meetings, rallies, street marches or demonstrations) and sentenced to
five days of detention.

Case of Fozilhuji Arifkhodjaev

Fozilhuji Arifkhodjaev, a prominent Muslim blogger known for his public criticism of the
Uzbek government and pro-government journalists, was arrested on June 28, 2021, in
connection with a dispute with a Tashkent cleric and religious blogger, Abror Abduazimov.
Two days earlier, Arifkhodjaev had confronted Abduazimov at a mosque where he was
preaching, calling him a “hypocrite” For this incident, the authorities charged Arifkhodjaev
with “petty hooliganism,7® an administrative offense for which a court sentenced him to the
statutory maximum of 15 days detention on the same day he was charged.”®

Yet Arifkhodjaev was never released. On the day he was due to complete his sentence, the
authorities charged him with the criminal offense of “distributing or displaying materials
containing a threat to public security and public order using mass media or
telecommunication, or the internet,” carrying a sentence of up to eight years’ imprisonment.””
His alleged offense was a March 6, 2021 Facebook post in which he criticized Abduazimov
for congratulating non-Muslims on their religious holidays.”®

Arifkhodjaev was remanded directly to pre-trial detention on July 13, 2021, where he
remained for the following seven months. His lawyer reported that during Arifkhodjaev’s
detention, he was repeatedly denied access to his lawyer, subjected to ill-treatment and
abuse amounting to torture, and denied adequate medical care.”

On January 26, 2022, the Criminal Court of the Olmazar district of Tashkent handed down a
verdict finding Arifkhodjaev guilty as charged and sentencing him to seven years and six
months of imprisonment.8® According to several “expert opinions” presented by the
prosecution and reviewed in the judgment, the Facebook posts were assessed as containing
“‘insulting circumstances™! and were “saturated with fundamentalist ideas”®2 On the basis of
such “expertise;” the court found that Arifkhodjaev’s guilt had been “fully proven,” sentenced
him, and ordered that the physical evidence in the case - Arifkhodjaev’s cellular phone - be
destroyed.83

Arifkhodjaev’s lawyer stated that the trial was not fair, and the court had admitted illegally
obtained evidence and categorically refused defense evidence and requests for independent
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expertise, despite the questionable nature of the prosecution’s expert witnesses.84 In spite of
this, on March 10, 2022, Tashkent’s Criminal Court of Appeal upheld his conviction and
sentence.®% He is currently serving out his sentence in a penal colony in the Navoi region of
Uzbekistan.

Case of Sobirjon Babaniyazov

Sobirjon Babaniyazov, a 31-year-old blogger and father of three, was among the first to be
charged under Uzbekistan’s new criminal provision for “insulting” the president on social
media. On April 18, 2021, Babaniyazov was arrested and charged under Article 158, part 3 of
the Criminal Code in relation to two short videos and two audio messages he had posted on
another person’s Telegram channel that had 20 followers. According to the authorities, these
messages contained language that was insulting to the president and his daughter.

Babaniyazov was immediately remanded to pretrial detention, where he remained until the
conclusion of the proceedings. During his trial, the blogger stated that he was intoxicated
when he posted the messages, that he was sincerely remorseful, and that the statements
were borne simply of frustration with the situation in the region where he lives, where the gas
supply was cut off, the roads were in disrepair, and unemployment is high.8®

On February 3, 2022, the Hazarasp District Criminal Court in Khorezm region found
Babaniyazov guilty of insulting the president. The court in its judgment found that
Babaniyazov’s messages to other bloggers were “insulting and belittling the dignity of
[former] President Karimov and President Mirziyoyev.” As an example, the court cites one
short video in which Babaniyazov is seen throwing one of his slippers, saying “this is
Karimov,” and then throwing the other slipper, saying “this is Mirziyoyev.’87

For such “insulting” messages, the court sentenced Babaniyazov to three years in prison.88
He is currently serving his sentence.®®

Case of Miraziz Bazarov

Miraziz Bazarov is a well-known Uzbek activist, blogger, and outspoken critic of the
government. Through a very active social media presence, Bazarov has advocated for
decriminalization of same-sex conduct in Uzbekistan and criticized the alleged corruption
and lack of transparency of the country’s government, including in relation to the use of
international funding to address COVID-19.

After receiving hundreds of death threats for his advocacy work, on March 28, 2021 Bazarov
was severely beaten at his home by a group of unknown assailants, one of whom had a
baseball bat.®® The attack took place several hours after an event he had organized in the
capital for fans of Japanese anime and K-Pop was violently disrupted by a mob of aggressive
men who beat several participants in the event.®! The attack resulted in his hospitalization
for over a month with traumatic brain injury, a compound leg fracture, and extensive bruising.
While he was in hospital, the police conducted warrantless searches of Bazarov’s and his
mother’s homes and seized laptops, video cameras, and mobile phones.?2

Just as he was due to be released from the hospital, on April 29, 2021 Bazarov was taken into
custody for interrogation under suspicion of the criminal offense of slander.®® The investigation
stemmed from an October 2020 TiKTok post in which Bazarov stated that “school is a place
where old slaves and losers teach children to be slaves and losers”®* The Tashkent authorities
claimed that between April 1to April 20, 2021, the police had received 28 reports from
citizens, in addition to a joint report from the teachers of a Tashkent school, complaining about
Bazarov’s comments, which they found offensive.®® The same day, Bazarov was charged with
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slander and placed by order of the Mirabad District Court under house arrest, prohibited from
using the Internet or telephone or communicating with anyone outside.®®

Bazarov was later charged with an additional count of slander in relation to complaints by
three Islamic and pro-government bloggers, who Bazarov alleged had themselves slandered
him and called for threats against him.®?

On January 21, 2022, Bazarov was convicted following a two-day trial from which journalists
had been excluded and in which video and audio recording were prohibited. Having found
Bazarov guilty of slander, the court sentenced him to three years of restricted liberty, the
conditions of which include prohibitions on leaving Tashkent, leaving his house during hours
set by police, using the Internet, and working as a psychologist, which is his profession.®®

On March 4, 2022, the Tashkent City Court rejected Bazarov’s appeal, leaving his verdict
and sentence unchanged.®®

Vazira Egamberdieva

in front of Mirzo Ulugbek
district administrative court,
Tashkent, February 24, 2022.
© Ozodlik

Case of Vazira Egamberdieva

Vazira Egamberdieva is a 74-year-old human rights activist and a retired teacher.1°® On
February 20, 2022, she was charged with the administrative offense of “creating conditions
for unauthorized gatherings, rallies, street marches and demonstrations”°! and summoned
to the Mirzo District Criminal Court for a trial the following day.102

The authorities alleged that Egamberdieva committed the offense by holding an
unauthorized meeting of the opposition political party “Truth, Development, and Unity” At
trial, Egamberdieva maintained her innocence. She admitted that about 10 members of the
party met in her house, but insisted that the discussion revolved around the events in
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Kazakhstan, not the affairs of the party, and that holding such a discussion does not require
government authorization. She also stated that she would demand that the President of
Uzbekistan pay her fine, since she had relied upon his public statements that an opposition
party should be created in the country.103

She was found guilty and ordered to pay a “mild” fine of 1.35 million UZS (approximately
$123 US) due to mitigating circumstances relating to her age and personal situation.04
Egamberdieva’s lawyer complained that the court would not grant his requests to question
the alleged victims and witnesses of the offense.105

On March 16, 2022, the Tashkent City Court upheld the verdict and sentence of the lower
court.108

Valijon Kalonov
in a psychiatric
clinic, Samarkand,
February 3, 2022.

© Alexey Garshin

Case of Valijon Kalonov

Valijon Kalonov is a social media activist, blogger, and a harsh critic of the Uzbek
government, including its president.1°” On October 21, 2021, Kalonov was arrested following
his posting of a video address in which he criticized Mirziyoyev’s handling of relations with
China and Putin and involvement in corruption. He urged Mirziyoyev not to run for re-
election; and called for a citizens’ boycott of the upcoming elections.1°8 For these remarks,
Kalonov was the first person to be charged with the newly introduced criminal offense of
“‘insulting the president,1%° as well as “making, storing, distributing and displaying materials
that threaten public safety and public order using social media”
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“We demand
the release of
Valijon Kalonov
from Jizzakh

psychiatric clinic.”

Elena Urlaeva and
fellow rights activists
picket outside the
psychiatric clinic
in Jizzakh where
Valijon Kalonov was
transferred from
Samarkand,
January 4, 2022.
© Elena Urlaeva

The prosecution argued that Kalonov’s appeal to the Uzbek voters to rally against the
president in the lead-up to the elections and to remove him from power, constituted
“extremist ideas110

A court-appointed expert witness testified that Kalonov was mentally ill, had no
understanding of his criminal actions at the time they were committed, and was therefore
unfit to stand trial. The expert further stated that Kalonov’s “mental state and illness could be
dangerous to society” and he should therefore “be sent for compulsory treatment in a special
department of a psychiatric clinic’**

The court’s order did not specify the term or procedure for eventual review of this
compulsory “treatment” Kalonov therefore remains detained indefinitely in the regional

psychoneurological dispensary in Jizzakh, a closed, maximum security psychiatric facility.112

Case of Ruslan Khairnurov

Ruslan Khairnurov is a blogger, ecologist, and environmental activist associated with the
non-governmental group “Save Samarkand” The organization has been active in efforts to
preserve Zarafshan National Natural Park, which they allege has been subject to illegal
logging by governmental authorities under the pretext of “cleaning”*1® Khairnurov has also
conducted investigations of alleged corruption among high level Uzbek authorities.114

On December 17, 2021, Khairnurov was charged with the criminal offense of slander*s for
sharing a Facebook post that accused a public official of obtaining his post through a bribe.
Khairnurov was arrested ten days later, and, on appeal, his pretrial detention was amended
to house arrest. 116

The authorities alleged that Khairnurov knowingly shared false information. Reportedly
neither the original author of the post, nor any of the other individuals who shared it, were
charged.11?
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Ruslan Khairnurov, Samarkand,
January 2022. © Ezgulik

The Samarkand City Criminal Court in its verdict found that Khairnurov “deliberately
defamed” the public official by spreading false news about him, although Khairnurov
testified at his trial that he deleted the post immediately when he learned that it was not
true.118 In spite of this, the court held that he “knowingly posted a large amount of fabricated
information that would embarrass” the official and found him guilty of slander. The offense
carries a maximum of up to three years’ restraint of liberty, but the court commuted his
sentence, in part because the alleged victim stated in court that he did not want to pursue
any claim against Khairnurov.*®

Case of Doniyor Mavlonov

Doniyor Mavlonov is a blogger, activist, and the administrator of a Facebook group called
“Civil control in Jizzakh,” which deals with social issues in his city. In service to this group,
Mavlonov posts content that is critical of the local authorities, including asking them to

improve services in certain areas or visit the residents of the area to hear their concerns.

On July 5, 2021, Mavlonov posted on the group: “On June 30, 2021, a 6-year-old pupil died
suddenly in one of the kindergartens in Yangiabad district. In order to eliminate
misunderstandings in this regard, we would like to request an official comment from the
press service of Yangiabad district administration as soon as possible”

For this post, the authorities charged Mavlonov with the administrative offense of “privacy
violation,*20 claiming that Mavlonov had revealed the “secret information” of the family who
had lost their child. During his trial on August 10, 2021, Mavlonov defended the post on
public interest grounds, pointing out that he did not identify the child, parents, or even the
school name in the post, and that the demand for information was legitimate since the
authorities had failed to explain the accident for five days after it occurred.'?! The regional
head of preschool education herself made a public statement that the post prompted her to
personally open an investigation and that she did not see any evidence of ill-will on
Mavlonov’s part.122

Nevertheless, the Yangiabad District Administrative Court found Mavlonov guilty of a “privacy
violation” and fined him 2.45 million UZS (approximately $225).223 On appeal, the Jizzakh
Regional Court upheld the verdict and sentence.124



At the third instance, however, the Uzbekistan Supreme Court vacated the verdict and
remanded the case for reconsideration. Its April 6, 2022 decision held that the lower courts
failed to consider relevant factors in determining Mavlonov’s guilt, including that he made
the Facebook post at issue pursuant to his civil activities, his message did not contain
information of a personal nature, and that the death of a person is not classified
information.125

Mavlonov stated to the press that he believes the case was motivated by his blogging that
is critical of the local authority.28 Following retrial, on April 21, 2022, Jizzakh Regional
Administrative Court heard the case and ruled that Doniyor Mavlonov did not violate the
law. 127

Prisoner transport
van with Otabek
Sattoriy entering
Muzrabad district
criminal court,
Surkhandarya,

April 2, 2021.

© Effect.uz

Case of Otabek Sattoriy

Otabek Sattoriy is a well-known activist, blogger, and investigative journalist. Through his
Telegram, YouTube, and Facebook channels, Sattoriy frequently reported on allegations of
corruption and human rights violations by government authorities in the Surkhandarya
region, including the governor.28 His hands-on reporting style often featured videos of him
touring relevant sites to show the government’s failure in addressing urgent issues such as
unpaved roads, government construction projects, gas and electricity shortages, and food
prices.12®

On January 30, 2021, Sattoriy was arrested on suspicion of extortion. The authorities
alleged that Sattoriy had threatened the head of a local bazaar with publishing unfavorable
information unless the man bought him a new mobile phone.13° The following day, the
Termez city Criminal Court remanded Sattoriy to pretrial detention in a closed session. On
February 5, the court denied his lawyer’s request to release him on bail. 131

Sattoriy’s lawyer called the case “fabricated;” stating that Sattoriy had arrived at the bazaar
to film one of his videos showing that the local authorities were not complying with
governmental regulations on food prices.*3 When he arrived at the bazaar, security guards

17
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“Freedom to
Otabek Sattoriy”

Supporters of
Otabek Sattoriy
gather outside

Muzrabad court,
Surkhandarya,
May 4, 2021.
© Effect.uz

prevented him from entering, then took away and broke his mobile phone before returning
it. Following this incident, the head of the bazaar contacted Sattoriy on the phone and
offered to replace the phone that the security guards broke. The man met Sattoriy in front
of his house with the new phone. As soon as Sattoriy accepted it, plainclothes police officers
appeared and arrested him 133

Less than a week later, Sattoriy was charged with the additional administrative offenses of
slander, insult, and dissemination of false information in connection with his publication of
materials accusing local government officials of embezzlement and other crimes in January
2021.134 |n a closed session on February 11, the Termez City Criminal Court found him guilty
of all the charges and fined him 9.8 million UZS (approximately US $897).135

On February 24, 2021, Sattoriy was charged a slew of crimes including extortion, criminal
slander, and criminal insult, stemming from his critical reporting on local issues between
2018 and 2020.13¢ On May 10, 2021, the Muzrabot District Court of Surkhandarya region
found Sattoriy guilty of four counts of extortion and one count of slander and sentenced him
to six-and-a-half years in prison.*37 The Samarkand Regional Criminal Court38 and
Uzbekistan’s Supreme Court upheld the verdict and sentence on appeal.3°

Sattoriy’s case garnered extensive local and international media attention, to which the
Uzbek authorities responded with threats of criminal liability for journalists and activists
commenting on the case.4? Sattoriy is currently serving his sentence in the maximum-
security prison colony in Navoi.*¥t On March 16, 2023, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary
Detentions found that Sattoriy had been unlawfully imprisoned and recommended his
immediate release, compensation, and rehabilitation.142

Case of Akmal Sharopov

Akmal Sharopov is a human rights defender, and activist who has spoken out against torture
in Uzbekistan’s state penitentiary facilities.14® Sharopov personally experienced torture and
other ill-treatment at the hands of the Uzbekistan State Security Service (SSS) while
imprisoned for nearly a decade for charges related to his human rights work that were
decried by observers as politically motivated.144

Sharopov, who was a sharp critic of the Bukhara authorities and fought for the rights of
farmers in the region, spent 10 years in detention following his arrest in 2010 and subsequent
conviction for “violation of the constitutional system”4% and “preparation, storage,
distribution or display of materials that threaten public safety and public order.” 146 While
serving his initial seven-year prison term, his sentence was extended for “disobedience of
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Akmal Sharopov,
Bukhara,

August 12, 2022.
© Akmal Sharopov

prison rules;” a provision of Uzbekistan’s Criminal Code that has been used to keep political
prisoners in detention indefinitely.14?

Following Sharopov’s release in 2019, he was charged with committing several new crimes in
relation to a song from a “terrorist organization” that had allegedly been discovered on his
mobile phone. Sharopov firmly denied the allegations, posting a video on Facebook in
January 2021 stating that he had been targeted for his human rights work, along with
several other lawyers, and that they had all been brutally tortured in prison.48 In the video,
he denounced the most recent charges as fabricated and punishment for his human rights
work.149

On January 14, 2021, the Bukhara District Court found Sharopov guilty of “preparing,
storing, distributing or exhibiting materials that threaten public safety and public order” and
sentenced him to three years’ imprisonment.%° The Navoi Regional Criminal Court upheld
the verdict and sentence.*®* On January 25, 2022, the Supreme Court of Uzbekistan
rejected Sharopov’s appeal, dismissing his lawyer’s extensive grounds for appeal in vague
terms.152

The cassation panel of the Supreme Court of Uzbekistan on August 11, 2022, reversed the
decision of the Bukhara District Court of First Instance and released Akmal Sharopov in the
courtroom.1%3
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6. Analysis

The cases against bloggers and activists in Uzbekistan described above demonstrate a
pattern of repression by the Uzbek authorities in recent years that is inconsistent with its
obligations under international human rights law. Contrary to President Mirziyoyev’s
professed commitment to ensuring that journalists and bloggers can report openly and
honestly on the situation in the country, many such individuals are currently facing - or have
already been subjected to - severe penalties merely for doing their jobs or expressing their
personal opinions in the public sphere.

Uzbekistan signed and ratified the International Covenant for Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR or the Convention) in 1995.1%4 The treaty guarantees certain fundamental rights to
persons under the control of state parties, including the rights to freedom of expression,
assembly, and association, the right to be free from arbitrary detention, and the right to a fair
trial. The sections below analyze each of these rights under international and domestic law in
Uzbekistan in relation to the current situation for bloggers and activists.

Freedom of Expression

Article 19(2) of the ICCPR provides that “[e]veryone shall have the right to freedom of
expression,” including “freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all
kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through
any other media of his choice” This right extends specifically to political discourse,
journalism, and religious expression, among others. Furthermore, it encompasses expression
that may be considered “deeply offensive*%5 Under the Convention, this right may be limited
only under extremely narrow circumstances: in order to ensure respect for the rights or
reputations of others, to protect national security or public order, or to protect public health
or morals.1%®

The Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan also guarantees “freedom of thought, speech
and convictions;” but allows for restriction of the right under vaguely defined circumstances,
such as “that which is directed against the existing constitutional system and in some other
instances specified by law” or where state secrets are involved.157

The United Nations Human Rights Committee (the Committee), the body that interprets and
monitors compliance with the ICCPR, has clarified that any restrictions on the freedom of
expression: 1) must be provided by law; 2) may be imposed only for an aim that is expressly
mentioned in Article 19; and 3) must be strictly necessary to achieve one of those
permissible aims and proportionate.®® The Committee has expressly stated that it is
incompatible with Article 19 for a state party to adopt laws “to suppress or withhold from the
public information of legitimate public interest that does not harm national security”; in
addition, it is impermissible “to prosecute journalists, researchers, environmental activists,
human rights defenders, or others, for having disseminated such information”*5°

“[UIninhibited expression” is of paramount importance to democratic discourse with regards
to information of public interest “concerning figures in the public and political domain"t®° The
Committee has unequivocally stated that penalization of journalists “solely for being critical
of government” or the existing political system “can never be considered to be a necessary
restriction of freedom of expression*®! For purposes of the Convention, bloggers and other
informal media actors qualify as journalists who are to be accorded this freedom.62

The Human Rights Committee has previously found Uzbekistan in violation of Article 19 in
relation to its treatment of activists and journalists.*®3 In M.T. v. Uzbekistan, for example, the
Committee determined that the Uzbek authorities had violated the freedom of expression of
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the applicant, an independent journalist, when it arrested, tortured, charged, and imprisoned
her for her work, including holding a picket to protest human rights violations by the
government.164

The situation for independent journalists in Uzbekistan continues to violate the Article 19
right to freedom of expression, as recognized by the Human Rights Committee itself in its
recent reporting.1®® Although the cases described above involve restriction of this right by
law, certain provisions of the law itself constitute violations of this fundamental right.
Compounding this wrong, such provisions are applied discriminately to silence and intimidate
dissenting voices.

Of particular concern is the latest amendment to the Criminal Code of Uzbekistan
proscribing online speech that “insults or defames” the president.1®® In line with the
comments of the Human Rights Committee, “uninhibited expression” in relation to matters of
public interest - specifically with regards to “figures in the public and political domain” -
represents a critical component of the rights guaranteed by the ICCPR.*7 Such public
figures must perforce include those occupying the highest positions of any national
government - up to and including the president. By attempting to restrict legitimate public
discourse about the quality and integrity of government through criminalization of speech
that is “insulting” to the president, the Uzbek authorities have violated their Article 19
obligations.

Taking into consideration the requirements of the ICCPR, each of the case studies described
above appears to demonstrate a violation of the right to freedom of expression by the Uzbek
authorities that targets journalists, bloggers, and activists. Some of the cases described
above indicate a prima facie violation of Article 19 since they involve the prosecution of
individuals merely for expressing their viewpoints about government or other authority
figures, while others appear to have been targeted with spurious charges as punishment for
their exercise of this right.

The prosecutions of individuals including Sobirjon Babaniyazov, Miraziz Bazarov, Valijon
Kalonov, and Ruslan Khairnurov under criminal provisions such as “insulting the president”,
“public insult” “defamation,” and “privacy violation” constitute per se violations of the right to
freedom of expression, since the opinions or information they expressed could in no way

harm national security.

Similarly, the government is violating the rights of the above-mentioned bloggers and
activists who have been prosecuted for the creation or distribution of “materials that threaten
public safety and public order,” including Fozilhuji Arifkhodjaey, Valijon Kalonov, and Akmal
Sharopov, since the application of such restriction in their specific cases does not serve a
legitimate interest permitted by the ICCPR. Under no circumstances can the statements they
made or materials they allegedly possessed be considered a threat to national security,
public order, or public morals. In certain cases, the Uzbek authorities have asserted other
grounds for restriction of the right - that the prosecutions serve to protect the rights or
reputations of others - but even these justifications fall far short of what is required by the
Convention.

Finally, in some cases it appears that the Uzbek government is indirectly suppressing the
right to freedom of expression by imprisoning outspoken bloggers on fabricated charges.
Otabek Sattoriy, who was prosecuted for extortion under highly dubious circumstances,
appears to have been targeted in retaliation for his critical viewpoints, suggesting an
underlying violation of his freedom of expression. This was confirmed by the opinion of the
UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions of February 10, 2023.168

Perhaps most alarmingly, such discriminatory and targeted prosecutions are coming on the
heels of wide-scale reform ostensibly aimed at greater openness and freedom for journalists



22

and civil society, including President Mirziyoyev’s personal assurances that such activities
would be tolerated. As one human rights group, the Uzbek Forum for Human Rights, has
stated in the context of prosecution of journalists: “[pJublic commitments made by the
President on human rights create a false sense of security and can have drastic
consequences when they are taken at face value and then randomly reneged upon*¢® Many
of the bloggers and activists described in the preceding section have begun or enhanced
their activities since 2016 and the president’s public urging for such individuals to report
honestly and fairly what they see. In light of the wave of prosecutions - and lengthy prison
sentences - that many of these individuals have faced, the president’s previous words not
only ring hollow, but may even have laid a trap for many journalists and bloggers who
believed them to be true.

Right to Freedom of Assembly

Article 21 of the ICCPR provides for the right of peaceful assembly and proscribes any
restrictions on this right “other than those imposed in conformity with the law and which are
necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public safety, public
order (ordre public), the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the rights
and freedoms of others”

Participation in an assembly generally involves “organizing or taking part in a gathering of
persons for a purpose such as expressing oneself, conveying a position on a particular issue
or exchanging ideas” or for other purposes such as “to assert or affirm group solidarity or
identity”17® As such, freedom of peaceful assembly implicates other important rights, such as
freedom of expression, association, and political participation.17%

States parties to the ICCPR have an affirmative duty to facilitate peaceful assemblies!?2 and
must also protect participants in such assemblies from discriminatory attacks.?® Similarly to
the freedom of expression, the freedom of peaceful assembly may only be restricted subject
to the principles of legality, necessity, and proportionality.174

The Human Rights Committee emphasizes that, given their important role in protecting this
right, journalists and others who monitor or report on assemblies should not be restricted or
prevented from performing their duties and must not face harassment or reprisals.?®
Furthermore, the Committee has pointed out that limiting telecommunications access may
interfere with the right to peaceful assembly.178 In the context of Uzbekistan, the Committee
has previously found that the authorities violated the Convention rights to peaceful public
assembly and expression by arresting, prosecuting, and fining peaceful protestors who
publicly objected to government practices.??

As demonstrated by the context and case studies above, there are several clear indications
that the Uzbek authorities continue to unduly restrict the right to peaceful public assembly
and are punishing journalists, bloggers, and activists for their roles in such assemblies. In
Miraziz Bazarov’s case, for example, the facts suggest that his right to freedom of assembly
was violated by the government’s failure to protect him and other participants from violent
and discriminatory violence by a mob of aggressive men. In addition, the timing of his
prosecution for slander and insult - relating to a social media post more than five months
prior — suggests retaliation for his organization of the assembly, which would itself constitute
a severe violation of his right to public assembly.

The events in Karakalpakstan, particularly the restriction of Internet and mobile services and
the detention and threatening of journalists during the protests, also suggest a limitation on
freedom of assembly that runs afoul of the Convention’s requirements.
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Freedom of Association

The Uzbek government also appears to be impinging upon freedom of association through
its actions against some journalists and bloggers. Article 22(1) of the ICCPR provides that
“[e]veryone shall have the right to freedom of association with others...” This right may only
be restricted by a state party if such restriction is established by law and necessary and
proportionate to a legitimate aim.17® In MT. v. Uzbekistan, the Human Rights Committee
found that the authorities violated the complainant’s right to freedom of association because
it charged and imprisoned her for the establishment of an unregistered public
organization.17®

Several of the cases described above appear to involve a violation of the Article 22 right. For
example, Vazira Egamberdieva was charged, convicted, and fined merely for hosting a
meeting of a political party at her house - a clear violation of the right to freedom of
association. In Ruslan Khairnurov’s case, the circumstances of his prosecution for
defamation - in particular the fact that he alone was prosecuted for reposting an allegedly
defamatory message, when even the post’s author was not charged - suggests that the
process may actually have been initiated in retaliation for his association with an NGO that
has been critical of the government.

Right to be Free from Arbitrary Detention

The ICCPR proscribes deprivation of liberty that is unlawful or arbitrary.18° Detention is
“unlawful” when it is not in accordance with a procedure established by domestic and
applicable international law.18! To determine whether detention is arbitrary, it is necessary to
consider “elements of inappropriateness, injustice, lack of predictability and due process of
law, as well as elements of reasonableness, necessity and proportionality’®2 For this reason,
pretrial detention “must be reasonable and necessary in all the circumstances,8 based on
an individualized determination of such, and only for narrow circumstances such as to
prevent flight, evidence tampering, or recurrence of the crime.18* Furthermore, any arrest or
detention that is imposed to punish an individual for exercising their legitimate rights under
the ICCPR - including the rights to freedom of expression and association - is per se
arbitrary. 185

It appears from the circumstances that many of the journalists and bloggers whose cases
are described in this report have been - and continue to be - subjected to arbitrary detention
by the Uzbek government. The imposition of pretrial detention on all of the individuals who
faced charges punishable by imprisonment does not suggest that the use of this measure
was constrained only to situations where it was “reasonable and necessary,” particularly
since none of the journalists and bloggers described above was accused of a violent crime.

Furthermore, the pretrial detention and prison sentences of Fozilhuji Arifkhodjaev, Sobirjon
Babaniyazov, Miraziz Bazarov, and Akmal Sharopov are per se arbitrary detention since their
arrests and prosecutions were in direct violation of their right to freedom of expression. The
pretrial detention and imprisonment of Otabek Sattoriy also likely constitutes arbitrary
detention since, as noted above, the circumstances of their prosecutions suggest they were
being punished for exercising their legitimate right to freedom of expression.

In the case of individuals with mental disabilities, the Convention also strictly proscribes any
kind of deprivation of liberty unless it is “necessary and proportionate, for the purpose of
protecting the individual in question from serious harm or preventing injury to others”
Furthermore, such detention must be considered “only as a last resort” and “for the shortest
appropriate period of time”88 Even in such circumstances, the deprivation of liberty of an
individual with mental disabilities must take place only in the presence of adequate legal
safeguards and must be reviewed periodically to assess its ongoing necessity, taking into
account the best interests of the individual 187
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In light of these standards, the indefinite commitment of Valijon Kalonov to a psychiatric
institution plainly violates the Convention’s guarantees. The court that ordered the detention
made no effort to justify his deprivation of liberty as “necessary and proportionate”, and the
facts of the case do not support the proposition that he could have been dangerous to
himself or others. He was accused of no violent crime, but rather - in a pattern consistent
with the other cases described in this report - targeted for his criticism of the president and
Uzbek government. Even more egregiously, the court failed to put into place any procedure
for review or revision of his mandatory treatment in the facility, clearly demonstrating the
arbitrariness of his detention.

Fair Trial Rights

The circumstances reported in the arrest, investigation, and trials of several of the journalists
and bloggers described above suggest that their rights to a fair trial - which include the right
to call witnesses, to present evidence in one’s favor, and to be presumed innocent!® — may
also have been violated by the proceedings against them.

For example, Vazira Egamberdieva’s lawyer has publicly complained that he was not
permitted to call and examine witnesses in his client’s defense at her trial. Similarly, the
attorney of Fozilhuji Arifkhodjaev stated that his client was convicted on the basis of illegally
obtained evidence and that the defense was not allowed to present evidence or call
witnesses. These circumstances, if established, would constitute violations of the right to a
fair trial under the ICCPR.
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Recommendations

The Uzbek government should decriminalize insult, defamation, and insulting the
president online, as the existence of these offenses in Uzbek law has a chilling effect on
the exercise of free speech and risks violating the right to freedom of expression
guaranteed by Article 19 of the ICCPR.

The Uzbek authorities should stop prosecuting journalists, bloggers, and activists for their
legitimate work, which violates the right to freedom of expression and may violate other
fundamental rights such as freedom of peaceful assembly and association.

The Uzbek presidency should immediately grant pardons to all journalists, bloggers, and
activists - including the individuals whose cases are described in this report - and ensure
that those who are currently imprisoned are swiftly released and rehabilitated.

The Uzbek government should take measures to guarantee the right to peaceful public
assembly for all individuals under its jurisdiction and refrain from prosecuting journalists
and bloggers who cover such assemblies.

The Uzbek government and judiciary should ensure that all trials in the country are carried
out with full respect for defendants’ right to a fair trial and right to presumption of
innocence under Article 14 of the ICCPR.
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Freepom Now, (MAR. 2020), HTTPS://WwWW.FREEDOM-NOW.ORG/WP-CONTENT/UPLOADS/UZBEKISTAN-HUMAN-RIGHTS-COMMITTEE-REPORT-SESSION-
128-Freepom-Now-1.pPpF

See, e.g., Speech by President Shavkat Mirziyoyev at the 76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, PRESIDENT OF THE
RepuBLIC oF UzBEKISTAN (SEPTEMBER 21, 2021), HTTPS://PRESIDENT.UZ/EN/LISTS/VIEW/4632 (“STRICT MEASURES ARE BEING TAKEN TO ENSURE THE
FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND MASS MEDIA, FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND CONSCIENCE, GENDER EQUALITY AND INTERETHNIC HARMONY.”); SPEECH BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN SHAVKAT MIRZIYOYEV AT THE 46TH SESsION oF THE UNiITED NATIONS HumAN RiGHTs COUNCIL, PRESIDENT
of THE RepuBLICc oF UzsekisTaN (FEB. 22, 2021), HTTPS://WWW.UN.INT/UZBEKISTAN/NEWS/SPEECH-PRESIDENT-REPUBLIC-UZBEKISTAN-SHAVKAT-
MIRZIYOYEV-4BTH-SESSION-UNITED-NATIONS-HUMAN (“WE INTEND TO FURTHER DEVELOP THE CIVIL SOCIETY INSTITUTIONS, CONTINUE IMPROVEMENTS IN THIS
FIELD AND PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORT TO THE FREEDOM OF SPEECH IN UZBEKISTAN.”).

See “Slozhno, No My Uchimsia.” Prezident — O Rabote v Atmosfere Svobody Slova («Co>xHo, HO Mbl yunmcsi». MNpe3naeHT —
o pabote B atmoccepe cBoboabl cnosa) [“It’s Difficult, But We’re Learning.” The President on Working in an Atmosphere of
Freedom of Speech], GazeTa.uz (Dec. 29, 2020) (Russ.), HTTPS://www.GAZETA.UZ/RU/2020/12/29/PRESS/ (“OF COURSE, SHARP AND CRITICAL
MATERIALS ARE NOT LIKED BY MANY LOCAL OFFICIALS, THEY VIOLATE THEIR CALM AND CAREFREE EXISTENCE. BUT PUBLICITY AND FREEDOM OF SPEECH IS THE
REQUIREMENT OF THE TIME, THE REQUIREMENT OF REFORMS IN UZBEKISTAN. ... OVER THE PAST FOUR YEARS, WE HAVE BEEN LEARNING TO LIVE AND WORK IN
THE ATMOSPHERE OF PUBLICITY AND OPENNESS, FREEDOM OF SPEECH CREATED IN OUR SOCIETY. |T’S HARD, BUT WE’RE LEARNING. FaR CRITICISM OF
OBJECTIVE JOURNALISTS AND BLOGGERS POINTS TO THE MISTAKES AND SHORTCOMINGS OF THE OLD-FASHIONED LEADERS, FORCING THEM TO CHANGE THEIR
WORK STYLE AND INCREASE THEIR RESPONSIBILITY.”).

See Istoricheskoe Selfi: Mirzijoev Sfotografirovalsja s Blogerami i Zhurnalistami (Victopuuyeckoe cengpu: Mup3snées
cpoTorpagupoBascsi ¢ brorepamu v xypHaamctamu) [Historical Selfie: Mirziyoyoev Was Photographed With Bloggers and
Journalists], KyH.y3 [Kun.uz](Aug. 26, 2019) (Russ.), https://kun.uz/ru/news/2019/08/26/istoricheskoye-selfi-mirziyoyev-
sfotografirovalsya-s-blogerami-i-jurnalistami.

See Shavkat Mirzijoev — Zhurnalistam: «Ne Bojtes’, za Vami Stoit Prezident » (LLlaBkaT Mup3uées — XXypHanuctam: «<He
6owiTecb, 3a Bamu CtomnT MpesunaeHT») [Shavkat Mirziyoyev to Journalists: “Don’t Be Afraid, the President is Behind you”], GAzeTA.
uz (Fes. 4, 2021) (Russ.), HTTPs://www.GAZETA.UZ/RU/2021/02/04/PRESIDENT-MEDIA/).

See “Mnogie predlagaiut mne ,,zakryt'“ SMI, ng1a étogo ne sdelaiu” — Shavkat Mirziéev » («MHorve npegnaratoT MHe ,,3aKpPbITb*
CMMW, Ho 51 aToro He caenato» — LLlaBkaT Mupsunées») [“Many Urge Me to ‘Close’ the Media, but | Won't Do it” - Shavkat
Mirziyoyev], Gazeta.uz (FeB. 24, 2023) (Russ.), HTTPS://www.GAZETA.UZ/RU/2023/02/24/PRESS/.

See Uzbek Journalist Muhammad Bekjanov Freed After 18 Years, BBC (Feb. 22, 2017), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
asia-39054928.


https://www.un.int/uzbekistan/fr/statements_speeches/address-he-mr-shavkat-mirziyoyev-president-republic-uzbekistan-unga-72
https://www.un.int/uzbekistan/fr/statements_speeches/address-he-mr-shavkat-mirziyoyev-president-republic-uzbekistan-unga-72
https://www.rferl.org/a/in-unprecedented-lawsuits-former-uzbek-political-prisoners-seek-compensation-from-tashkent/30884276.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/in-unprecedented-lawsuits-former-uzbek-political-prisoners-seek-compensation-from-tashkent/30884276.html
https://freedomhouse.org/article/uzbekistan-freedom-house-welcomes-release-political-prisoners
https://freedomhouse.org/article/uzbekistan-freedom-house-welcomes-release-political-prisoners
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/uzbekistan
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/uzbekistan
https://freedomhouse.org/country/uzbekistan/freedom-world/2018
https://freedomhouse.org/country/uzbekistan/freedom-world/2018
https://freedomhouse.org/country/uzbekistan/freedom-world/2022
https://freedomhouse.org/country/uzbekistan/freedom-world/2022
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2022/01/World%20Report%202022%20web%20pdf_0.pdf
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/9/e/516435_0.pdf
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/9/e/516435_0.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/07/uzbekistan-registration-barriers-independent-groups
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/07/uzbekistan-registration-barriers-independent-groups
https://www.uzbekforum.org/tricks-threats-and-deception-registering-an-ngo-in-uzbekistan/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/11/where-are-new-uzbekistans-promised-reforms/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/11/where-are-new-uzbekistans-promised-reforms/
https://www.freedom-now.org/wp-content/uploads/Uzbekistan-Human-Rights-Committee-Report-session-128-Freedom-Now-1.pdf
https://www.freedom-now.org/wp-content/uploads/Uzbekistan-Human-Rights-Committee-Report-session-128-Freedom-Now-1.pdf
https://president.uz/en/lists/view/4632
https://www.un.int/uzbekistan/news/speech-president-republic-uzbekistan-shavkat-mirziyoyev-46th-session-united-nations-human
https://www.un.int/uzbekistan/news/speech-president-republic-uzbekistan-shavkat-mirziyoyev-46th-session-united-nations-human
https://www.gazeta.uz/ru/2020/12/29/press/
https://kun.uz/ru/news/2019/08/26/istoricheskoye-selfi-mirziyoyev-sfotografirovalsya-s-blogerami-i-jurnalistami
https://kun.uz/ru/news/2019/08/26/istoricheskoye-selfi-mirziyoyev-sfotografirovalsya-s-blogerami-i-jurnalistami
https://www.gazeta.uz/ru/2021/02/04/president-media/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-39054928
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-39054928
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See OSCE. Rep. on Freedom of the Media, OSCE Media Freedom Representative Concludes the Second Central Asia Judicial
Dialogue in Samarkand, OSCE (Mar. 6, 2020), https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/448045 ( “| welcome
the announcement by the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyoyev, of the decriminalization of libel and
defamation and the adoption of a new law which gives bloggers the same rights as journalists.”).

See Questions Over Uzbekistan’s New Era of ‘Openness’, BBC (Dec. 20, 2019), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
asia-50835845.

See Cheryl L. Reed, Uzbekistan’s Soviet Legacy Lives on in Its Treatment of Journalists, THE DiPLoMAT (JuN. 3, 2022), HTTPs://
THEDIPLOMAT.COM/2022/06/UZBEKISTANS-SOVIET-LEGACY-LIVES-ON-IN-ITS-TREATMENT-OF - JOURNALISTS/.

See HRW, Uzsekistan 2022, SUPRA NOTE 4, AT 726 (OBSERVING A “NOTABLE DECLINE IN RESPECT FOR SPEECH AND MEDIA FREEDOMS IN 2021.”).
See BBC, supra note 22.

Uzbekistan, ReporTERs WiTHOUT BORDERS (RSF), HTTPS://RSF.ORG/EN/COUNTRY/UZBEKISTAN (LAST VISITED JuN. 1, 2023); FREEDOM HOUSE,
UzsekisTan 2022, suPRA NOTE 7, AT D.1.

Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan, art. 244-6 (Uzb.) (“Dissemination of false information, including in the mass media,
telecommunication networks or the worldwide information network Internet, leading to humiliation of the dignity of a person or
discredit of a person, committed after the application of an administrative penalty for the same actions shall be punishable by a
fine of up to one hundred and fifty basic monthly wages, or compulsory community service up to two hundred and forty hours, or
correctional labor up to two years, or restraint of liberty up to two years.”); see also Id.(providing greater penalties for the crime if
certain circumstances are present, such as a threat to public peace and security, resultant damage, taking place during a public
emergency, etc.).

See Media Laws Database: Uzbekistan, INT’L PRESS INST., HTTP://LEGALDB.FREEMEDIA.AT/LEGAL-DATABASE/UZBEKISTAN/ (LAST ACCESSED JuL. 17,
2022).

See New Uzbekistan Laws Ban Using Internet to ‘Disrespect’ the Government, Organize Protests, ComMm. To PROTECT JOURNALISTS,
(APR. 28, 2021), HTTPS://CcPJ.0RG/2021/04/NEW-UZBEKISTAN-LAWS-BAN-USING-INTERNET-TO-DISRESPECT-THE-GOVERNMENT-ORGANIZE-PROTESTS/.

Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan art. 158-3 (as amended Mar. 30, 2021) (Uzb.) (“Public insult or defamation against
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, as well as using the press or other media, telecommunications networks, or the
worldwide information network the internet, shall be punishable by correctional labor up to three years, or restraint of liberty from
two to five years, or imprisonment up to five years.”)(unofficial translation.).

See Uzbekistan: Social Media Personality Reportedly Arrested for Insulting President, EURASIANET (Aua. 18, 2021), HTTPS://EURASIANET.
ORG/UZBEKISTAN-SOCIAL-MEDIA-PERSONALITY-REPORTEDLY-ARRESTED-FOR-INSULTING-PRESIDENT.

See Khalkaro Blogerlar Kuni: Yzbek Blogerlari Mustakilmi? (Xankapo 6norepnap kyHu: ¥36ek 6norepnapy MycTakunmn?)
[International Day of Bloggers: Are Uzbek bloggers independent?], Rabio OzobLik (O3oannk Pagnocy) [RFE/RL] (Jun. 14, 2021)
(UzB.), HTTPS://WWW.0ZODLIK.ORG/A/XANIKAPO-EJIOMEPJIAP-KYHI-Y3BEK-BIOMEPNIAPV-MYCTAKMIMI-/31307383.HTML; SEE ALSO CHERYL L. REED,
UzBEKISTAN’S JOURNALISTS: ‘CENSORSHIP IN OUR MINDS AND HEARTS’, THE DiPLOMAT JuUN. 3, 2022, HTTPS://THEDIPLOMAT.COM/2022/06/
UZBEKISTANS*JOURNALISTS*CENSORSH\P*IN*OUR*MINDS*AND*HEARTS/.

Reed, supra note 23; Reed, supra note 32.
See Reed, supra note 23.

See Antonio Prokscha, Press Struggles to Regain Strength After Decades of Repression in Uzbekistan, INT’L PRess INsT. (APR. 30,
2021 ), HTTPS://IPI.MEDIA/PRESS-STRUGGLES-TO-REGAIN-STRENGTH-AFTER-DECADES-OF-REPRESSION-IN-UZBEKISTAN/.

See Reed, supra note 23.
See Reed, supra note 23.

Turizm Bemalol, Tanqid Cheklangan. Mirziyoyev Nega Blogerlarni Tanladi? [Tourism is Free, Criticism is Limited. Why Did
Mirziyoyev Choose Bloggers?], Rapio OzopoLik [RFE/RL] (Jun. 28, 2022) (UzB.), HTTPS://Www.0ZODLIK.ORG/A/31920033.HTML

Prokscha, supra note 35.

See RFE/RL’s Uzbek Service: Radio Ozodlik, RFE/RL, HTTPs://PRESSROOM.RFERL.ORG/RFERL-UZBEK-SERVICE-RADIO-OZODLIK (LAST VISITED JUL.
21,2022).

Patrick Jackson & Simon Fraser, Uzbekistan Karakalpakstan: At least 18 Killed in Unrest Over Right to Secede, BBC (Jul. 4, 2022),
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-62032801.

See Joanna Lillis, Karakalpakstan: Dazed, Confused and Angry After Deadly Turmoil, EURASIANET (JUL. 7, 2022), HTTPS://EURASIANET.
ORG/KARAKALPAKSTAN-DAZED-CONFUSED-AND-ANGRY-AFTER-DEADLY-TURMOIL.

See Uzbekistan: Police Abuses in Autonomous Region Protests, HRW (Nov. 7, 2022), HTTps://www.HRw.ORG/NEWS/2022/11/07/
UZBEKISTAN-POLICE-ABUSES-AUTONOMOUS-REGION-PROTESTS.
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https://thediplomat.com/2022/06/uzbekistans-soviet-legacy-lives-on-in-its-treatment-of-journalists/
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https://rsf.org/en/country/uzbekistan
http://legaldb.freemedia.at/legal-database/uzbekistan/
https://cpj.org/2021/04/new-uzbekistan-laws-ban-using-internet-to-disrespect-the-government-organize-protests/
https://eurasianet.org/uzbekistan-social-media-personality-reportedly-arrested-for-insulting-president
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https://thediplomat.com/2022/06/uzbekistans-journalists-censorship-in-our-minds-and-hearts/
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https://ipi.media/press-struggles-to-regain-strength-after-decades-of-repression-in-uzbekistan/
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/31920033.html
https://pressroom.rferl.org/rferl-uzbek-service-radio-ozodlik
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-62032801
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Uzbek Authorities Hold Reporter Incommunicado, Restrict Coverage of Crackdown on Protests, RSF (JuL. 12, 2022), HTTPs://RSF.
ORG/EN/UZBEK»AUTHORIT\ES-HOLD-REPORTER-INCOMMUN\CADO-RESTR\CT-CO\/ERAGE»CRAGKDOWN»PROTESTS.

Uzbekistan Charges Journalist Over Unrest in Karakalpakstan, AL JAZEERA (JuL. 8, 2022), HTTPS://WWW.ALJAZEERA.COM/NEWS/2022/7/8/
UZBEKISTAN-CHARGES-JOURNALIST-OVER-UNREST-IN-KARAKALPAKSTAN.

Lillis, supra note 42.

Farangis Najibullah & Khurmat Babadjanov, Karakalpakstan In ‘Information Vacuum’ As Situation Stabilizes Following Deadly
Unrest, RFE/RL (JuL. 7, 2022), HTTPS://WWW.RFERL.ORG/A/KARAKALPAKSTAN-UZBEKISTAN-INFORMATION-VACUUM-DEADLY-UNREST/31933556.HTML;
SEE ALSO UzBEKISTAN: UNREST Poses Key HumAN RiGgHTs TesT, HRW (JuL. 4, 2022), HTTPs://www.HRW.ORG/NEWS/2022/07/04/UZBEKISTAN-
UNREST-POSES-KEY-HUMAN-RIGHTS-TEST.

See, Zaravlenie Ministerstva Inostrannykh Del Respubliki Uzbekistan (3asBneHne MuHucTepctea MHOCTpaHHbIX aen Pecny6nvku
Y3bekuctan) [Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan], MiNisTRY oF ForeiaN AFF. oF THE REP. OF
Uze.(JuL. 6, 2022) (Russ.), HTTPS://MFA.UZ/RU/PRESS/NEWS/2022/ZAYAVLENIE-MINISTERSTVA-INOSTRANNYH-DEL-RESPUBLIKI-UZBEKISTAN---31815.

Uzbekistan: 16-Year Sentence in Autonomous Region Protests, HRW (January 31, 2023), HTTPs://www.HRW.ORG/NEWS/2023/01/31/
UZBEKISTAN-16-YEAR-SENTENCE-AUTONOMOUS-REGION-PROTESTS#: ~: TEXT=(BERLIN%2C % 20JANUARY %2031%2C %202023,8Y%20A%20
COURT%20IN%20BUKHARA.

Id., see also Independent Commission (@commissionuz), TELeGram (Dec. 14, 2022), HTTPs://T.ME/COMMISSIONUZ/269.

See Ozvuchensi obvineniya protiv podsudimeix po nukusskim sobbitiyam (O3By4eHbl 06BUHEHWS MPOTUB MOACYANMbIX MO
HyKycckum cobbiTusiM) [Accusations Against Defendants in Nukus Events Announced], Gazeta.uz (Nov. 28, 2022) (Russ.), HTTPs://
WWW.GAZETA.UZ/RU/2022/11/28/ACCUSATIONS/.

Id. See also Criminal Code of the Republic Of Uzbekistan, https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---
ilo_aids/documents/legaldocument/wcms_127504.pdf.

See Uzbekistan: Karakalpakstan Trial Ends With Heavy Sentence for Accused Ringleader, EURASIANET (JAN. 31, 2023), HTTPs://
EURASIANET.ORG/UZBEKISTAN-KARAKALPAKSTAN-TRIAL-ENDS-WITH-HEAVY-SENTENCE-FOR-ACCUSED-RINGLEADER.

Id.

See Podsudimye po delu o Nukusskikh Sobyfitakh ProStat Sriagchit’' Nakazanie (Moacyammble no geny o HyKyCCKrx cobbITUax
npocsT cMArunTL HakasaHue) [Defendants in Nukus event cases ask to mitigate punishment], Gazeta.uz (May 11, 2023) (Russ.),
HTTPS://Www.GAZETA.UZ/RU/2023/05/11/NUKUS-CASE-APPEAL/.

See Vosem' Figurantov Nukusskogo Dela Osvobozhdeny, Prigovor Tazhimuratovu Ne Izmenili (Bocemb hurypaHToB HyKycckoro
Aena ocBoboxaeHbl, Npurosop Taxunmypartosy He namennnu) [Eight Defendants in Nukus Case Released, Tazhimuratov:s
Sentence Not Changed], GazeTa.uz, (JuN. 5, 2023) (Russ.), HTTPs://www.GAZETA.UZ/RU/2023/06/05/APPEAL/.

Id.
Id.

Mihra Rittmann, Uzbekistan Should Free Imprisoned Lawyer, HRW (Jun. 7, 2023), https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/06/07/
uzbekistan-should-free-imprisoned-lawyer.

See HRW, supra NOTE 57.

See Press Release, Off. of the High Comm’r for Hum. Rts., Bachelet Calls for Urgent Probe Into Deadly Protest in Uzbek City of
Nukus (Jul. 5, 2022), https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/07/bachelet-calls-urgent-probe-deadly-protest-uzbek-city-
nukus.

See “Syz Jerkinligining Chegarasini Adlija Vazirligi Belgilamajdi”. Tarmok, Faollari Vazirlik Jeslatmasini Koraladi [“The Ministry of
Justice Does Not Determine the Limits of Freedom of Speech.” Network Activists Criticized the Ministerial Reminder], GazeTa.uz
(Fes. 27, 2023) (UzB.), HTTPS://WwWW.GAZETA.UZ/Uz/2023/02/27/50Z-ERKINLIGI/ .

Id.
Id.

See Blogger Olimjon Khaydarov Imposed a Fine of 21 Million Soums, KyH.y3 [Kun.uz] (Dec. 14, 2022), HTTPS://KUN.UZ/EN/
NEWS/2022/12/14/BLOGGER-OLIMJON-KHAYDAROV-IMPOSED-A-FINE-OF-2 1-MILLION-SOUMS.

Decision of Fergana District Criminal Court, December 13, 2022 (Uzb.).

Code of Administrative Liability of the Republic of Uzbekistan art.183 (Uzb.) [hereinafter Code of Administrative Liability] (stating
that “Petty Hooliganism” or “deliberate disregard for the rules of conduct in society, expressed in obscene language in public
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Uzbek Blogger Jailed for Facebook Post, HRW (JAN. 28, 2022), HTTPs://www.HRW.ORG/NEWS/2022/01/28/UzBEK-BLOGGER-JAILED-
FACEBOOK-POST.

Arifkhodjaev, supra note 78.
Id. at 5-6.
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21, 2022) (Russ.), HTTPS://RUS.0ZODLIK.ORG/A/31665340.HTML.
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sordid or other base motives shall be punishable by a fine of three hundred to five hundred minimum monthly wages, or
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RFE/RL, supra NOTE 91.
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Abolition of the Criminal Article For Sodomy, Was Sentenced to 3 Years of Detention], Rabio OzoboLik [RFE/RL] (JAN. 21, 2022)
(Russ.), HTTPS://RUS.0ZODLIK.ORG/A/31665340.HTML.
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Miraziz Bazarov was Placed Under House Arrest. He was Forbidden to Communicate With Anyone — Lawyer], Rabio OzopLik [RFE/
RL] (ArR. 30, 2021) (Russ.), HTTPS://RUS.0Z0DLIK.ORG/A/31230317 . HTML.
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[Accusations of Three Bloggers Added to Miraziz Bazarov’s Case], Rabio OzoboLik [RFE/RL] (May 14, 2021) (Russ.), HTTPS://RUS.
0ZODLIK.ORG/A/31254361.HTML.

INT’L FED'N FOR HuM. RTS, suPra NOTE 92.
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Code of Administrative Liability, art. 202 (“Provision of premises or other property (means of communication, copying and other
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Uzbek blogger Otabek Sattoriy detained, charged with extortion, Comm. To PROTECT JOURNALISTS, (FEB. 8, 2021), HTTPS://CPJ.
0RG/2021/02/UZBEK-BLOGGER-OTABEK-SATTORIY-DETAINED-CHARGED-WITH-EXTORTION/.

See V Surxandarbe Zaderjan Bloger. Advokat Schitaet Delo Sfabrikovanneim (B Cypxanaapbe 3agep>xaH bnorep. AnBokat
CuuTtaet Jeno CabpukoBaHHbiM) [A Blogger Was Detained In Surkhandarya. His Lawyer Says The Case Is Fabricated], GAzeTa.
uz (FeB. 8, 2021)(Russ.), HTTPs://www.GAZETA.UZ/RU/2021/02/08/sATTORIY/ SEE ALSO UZBEKISTAN: BLOGGER HELD ON DuBious EXTORTION
CHarge, HRW (FeB. 12, 2021), HTTPS://Www.HRW.ORG/NEWS/2021/02/12/UZBEKISTAN-BLOGGER-HELD-DUBIOUS-EXTORTION-CHARGE.

GAZETA.UZ, SUPRA NOTE 132.
See Freebom Now, suprA NOTE 129.

See Otabek Sattoriy, ComMm. TO PROTECT JOURNALISTS, HTTPS://CPJ.ORG/DATA/PEOPLE/OTABEK-SATTORIY/ (LAST VISITED JuL. 12, 2022); SEE ALSO
BLOGERA 1z SURKHANDAR'l, ARESTOVANNOGO ZA «V/YMOGATEL'STVO» MOBIL'NOGO TELEFONA, PRIZNALI VINOVNYM V «KLEVETE» | «OSKORBLENII»)[
(Brorepa N3 CypxaHAAPLM, APECTOBAHHOMO 3A «BbIMOrATENLCTBO» MOBUNBbHOMO TENE®OHA, MPU3HANM BuHoBHLIM B «KneseTe» U
«OCKOPBNEHWN»)[BLOGGER FROM SURKHANDARYA, WHO WAS ARRESTED FOR “EXTORTING” A MOBILE PHONE, wAs FOUND GUILTY OF “SLANDER” AND
“INsuLT”], ASIATERRA (FEB. 13, 2021), HTTP://WWW.ASIATERRA.INFO/NEWS/BLOGERA-IZ-SURKHANDARI-ARESTOVANNOGO-ZA-VYMOGATELSTVO-
MOBILNOGO-TELEFONA-PRIZNALI-VINOVNYM-V-KLEVETE-I-OSKORBLENII.

See Freebom Now, suprA NOTE 129.

See Blogger Jailed for 6.5 Years on Dubious Charges in Uzbekistan, HRW (May 11, 2021), HTTPs://www.HRW.ORG/NEWS/2021/05/11/
BLOGGER-JA\LED—65—YEARS—DLJB\OUS—CHARGES—UZBEK\STAN.

Delo Otabeka Sattorii: Sud Ostavil Bez Izmeneriita Srok Nakazariiia (Oeno Otabeka Cattopwii: Cyn Octasun bes ViameHeHus
Cpok Hakasanusi) [The Case of Otabek Sattoriy: The Court Upheld the Term of Punishment], Gazeta.uz (JuL.15, 2021) (Russ.),
HTTPS://WWW.GAZETA.UZ/RU/2021/07/15/SATTORIY/.

See Verkhovnyi Sud Ostavil Bez Izmenenil Prigovor Blogeru Otabeku Sattoril) (BepxosHbiin Cyn Octasun bes MiameHeHni
Mpurosop Bnorepy Otabeky Cattopwuii) [Supreme Court upholds sentence for blogger Otabek Sattorii], Gazeta.uz (Arr. 5, 2022),
HTTPS://WWW.GAZETA.UZ/RU/2022/04/05/SATTORIY/.

See Official Statement, Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan, (Feb. 10, 2021)(Uzb.), https://iiv.uz/ru/news/
rasmiy-murojaat (“An attempt by social network activists to achieve any goal by disseminating unverified information related to a
criminal case among the public, artificially forming a negative attitude towards the activities of the investigative and judicial
authorities, is regarded as interference in the investigation or resolution of court cases and entails criminal liability.”)

Qamoqdagi Blogerlar Sattoriy Va Orifxo‘Jayev Aybsizliklarini Ta’kidlashmoqda [Jailed Bloggers Sattori And Orifkhojayev
Emphasize Their Innocence], Rabio Ozobtik [RFE/RL] (May 21, 2022)(Uzs.), HTTPS://WWW.0ZODLIK.ORG/A/QAMOQDAGI-BLOGERLAR-SATTORIY -
VA-ORIFXO-JAYEV-AYBSIZLIKLARINI-TA-KIDLASHMOQDA/31861340.HTML.

See Hum. Rts. Council Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, Opinion dated Mar. 16, 2023, Concerning Otabek Sattoriy
(Uzbekistan), AIHRC/WGAD/2022/83 , https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/detention-wg/opinions/
session95/A-HRC-WGAD-2022-83-AEV.pdf

Yurist Akmal Sharopov Ishi: DXX, «Soxta» Ayblov Va Guvohlar Da’vosi — O‘Zbekiston, Buxoro O’zbekiston (Opuct Akman
LLaponos Mww: XX, «CoxTa» Ait6nos Ba Mysoxnap [absocu — Y36ekuncTtoH, Byxopo O’zbekiston)[Case of Lawyer Akmal
Sharopov: DXX (State Security Service), “False” Accusation and Witnesses’ Claim] BBC O’zsek (Fes. 18, 2021) (Uzs.) HTTPs://www.
BBC.COM/UZBEK/UZBEKISTAN-56114202.

See Vitali Ponamarev (Butanun NMonomapes), Politicheskie Repressii v Uzbekistane v 2009-2010 Godah (Monutnyeckune
Penpeccun B YabeknctaHe B 2009-2010 Mogax) [Political Repression in Uzbekistan 2009-2010], Memopruan [MemoRiAL] (MARCH
2011) (Russ.), HTTPS://WwW.NHC.NO/CONTENT/UPLOADS/2018/10/RePRessioN_INUz_RUS.PDF.

Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan, art. 159, part 3 “b” ( “Public calls for an unconstitutional change in the existing state
system, the seizure of power or removal from power of legally elected or appointed representatives of power, or for an
unconstitutional violation of the unity of the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan, as well as the production, storage for the
purpose of distribution or dissemination of materials of the same content ... by an organized group or in its interests...shall be
punished by imprisonment from five to ten years.”).

Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan, art. 244-1, part 3 “a” :( “Production or storage for the purpose of distribution of
materials containing ideas of religious extremism, separatism and fundamentalism, calls for pogroms or forced eviction of citizens
or aimed at creating panic among the population, as well as production, storage for the purpose of distribution or demonstration
of paraphernalia or symbols of religious extremist, terrorist organizations... by prior agreement or by a group of persons... shall be
punished by imprisonment from five to eight years.”). See also

Yurist Akmal Sharopov Ishi: DXX, «Soxta» Ayblov Va Guvohlar Da'vosi — O‘Zbekiston, Buxoro O’zbekiston (OpucTt Akman LLlaponos
uwm: OXX, «coxTa» aitbnos Ba rysoxnap aabeocu — Ya6eknctoH, Byxopo O’zbekiston)[Lawyer Akmal Sharopov’s Case: SSS,
“False” Accusations and Witness Claims], BBC O’zgex (Fes. 18, 2021)(Uzs.), HTTPs://www.BBC.COM/UZBEK/UZBEKISTAN-56114202.

See Hum. Rts. Comm. Fourth Periodic Report of Uzbekistan [hereinafter 4th Periodic Report of Uzb.], U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/UZB/
CO/4 (2015), para. 17, http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.
aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fUZB%2fCO %2f4&Lang=en; see also Uzbekistan: Effective Reforms Need To Address
Accountability For Past Abuses AMNESTY INT’L (May 2018) 11, HTTPS://WwWw.AMNESTY.ORG/EN/WP-CONTENT/UPLOADS/2021/05/
EUR6278372018ENGLISH.PDF;

OSCE Human Dimension Implementation Meeting NGO submission: Human Rights in Uzbekistan after Karimov, Doc. No. HDIM.
NGO/0338/16/EN at 5-6, https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/c/6/269171.pdf.

BBC O’zBEK, SUPRA NOTE 143.
Id.
Decision of Bukhara District Criminal Court, January 14, 2021, (finding Sharopov guilty of violating Article 244 criminal code).
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